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1.   What is energy choice? 

    History, where we are now 

2. What is governmental aggregation? 

3. PUCO’s Free Resources:   

     www. energychoice.ohio.gov 

      

Goals for Today 



 Energy Choice is: 
• Option to buy electricity & natural gas 

supply from someone other than local utility   
 

• Open to customers of IOUs like AEP & 
Columbia Gas (not municipal power systems 
or co-ops) 
 

• Similar to shopping for cell phones, car 
insurance and other services 
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• You are shopping for about 50 percent of the bill 

• The other part of your bill is fixed and is still 
regulated by the PUCO  (Distribution costs) 

• You still call your local utility for outages, and they 
will still read your meter  

What You Need to Know about Shopping  

 

 



 

1.  Can shop on your own: 

          Use Apples to Apples charts 

2.  Option to participate in a government 
 aggregation if offered in your community 

Two Types of Energy Choice 



Apples to Apples Charts 

 

• All energy offers, side by side  

• You’re shopping for 50% of bill   

•  Review offers at   

   www.energychoice.ohio.gov 

 

 

Offers 
Updated 

Daily 

http://www.energychoice.ohio.gov/




 

In Ohio, local governments are allowed to join citizens 
together to buy natural gas or electricity as a group.  

• This gains "buying power" to solicit lowest price  

• Goals of the buying group: can include price, the 
sources used to generate energy, securing a fixed  

 rate or additional services 

Government Aggregation: Community 

Buying Power 



 Over 2.4 million customers -- electric choice 

 Over 1.7 million customers --natural gas choice 
 

 

 

 

Customer Response to Energy Choice: 



How many government aggregations in 

Ohio? 

• About 400 Ohio communities have electric 
aggregations; about 300 have gas aggregations 

• Most are in Northeastern and Northwestern Ohio, 
because prices were highest there 

• Aggregation spreading to other areas of Ohio 
 



Aggregation Map in Ohio 



 

•Click on aggregation maps, and you can read 
documents associated with individual community’s 
aggregation such as: 

 

• Supplier they chose; price they are paying;  length of 
contract; termination fees and other details 

Doing Your Research 



Opt-In vs.Opt-Out Aggregation 

• Opt-In Aggregation:  Individuals have to sign up to 
join the program 

• Opt-Out Aggregation:  Individuals are automatically 
enrolled in the aggregation unless they Opt-Out   

 
• Opt-Out Aggregations have more members  
• More than 90 percent of aggregations are Opt-Outs 



 

• Local government must pass a resolution in support 
of the program 

• Must develop a plan listing details of the contract 
and hold two public hearings 

• Must be certified by the PUCO 

• Can start signing up people 

 

Opt-in Aggregation 



 

 

• Local leaders must put aggregation on the 

   ballot so voters can decide 

• If it passes, local leaders create a plan, and 2 public 
hearings are held, and aggregator must get certified 
by PUCO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opt-Out Aggregation 



    

Opt-Out Letter 

• An Opt-Out Letter is sent to people with terms of 
offer: 

  the price; name of supplier ; length of      
  agreement and early termination fee (if any) 
 
• You have a deadline to notify the supplier if you 

want to Opt Out; otherwise you’re automatically 
enrolled 



Other Times You Can Opt-Out 

• Beyond the initial Opt-Out notice, the government must 
allow everyone enrolled in the aggregation the chance to 
Opt Out at certain periods: 

 
• Customers of natural gas aggregations can Opt-Out every 

two years without paying a switching fee 
 

• Customers of electric aggregations can Opt-Out every three 
years without paying a switching fee 



Most people and businesses are eligible except for: 
 

• Customers enrolled in the Percentage of Income Payment    
Plan (PIPP - a payment plan for low-income customer)  

• Customers in a choice program with other suppliers.  

• You shouldn’t receive an Opt-Out letter in these cases, but if 
you do, send back the card to Opt-out 

  

Eligibility  



For Questions & Information  

Consumer Call Center  
(800) 686-PUCO (7826) or  

  www.puco.ohio.gov 

 

In 2013, PUCO saved Ohioans $670,000 
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